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Dear Parents / Carers  

Thank you all for your commitment and support over the past 8 weeks, whilst children have had access to 
remote learning. I am really pleased with how we have all responded to the current lockdown situation. We 
are looking forward to having the children back in the academy on Monday 8th March and I know that I speak 
for all of our staff team when I tell you that we have missed them all very much 

 

Staffing update 

Currently Mr Stafford is not at work and therefore I am supporting the leadership team in school by taking on 
the role of Acting Headteacher until Mr Stafford returns. We wish Mr Stafford a speedy recovery. Please 
contact me if you need any further assistance over the next few weeks. 

Miss Smith,Mrs Bray and Miss Pickles  are also not at work at the moment and their classes will be covered by 
known teachers within the school. We wish them a speedy recovery and hope to see them back in class soon. 

Due to the change in my role within the school, my own class (4B) will have a qualified teacher to support 
their learning over the coming weeks.  

Covid Advice from Public Health England  
 
To ensure that people with coronavirus are identified, while avoiding a huge increase in  
demand for tests from people without coronavirus symptoms, Public Health England have  
asked that we recommend to you that pupils, parents and staff who feel unwell, should get  
tested if they develop one or more of the main coronavirus symptoms:  
-a high temperature  
-a new, continuous cough  
-the loss or change of their sense of taste or smell  
Or if they are recommended to get tested by a healthcare provider (e.g. GP or nurse)  
If a pupil, parent or staff member develops one or more of the main coronavirus symptoms  
described above, only they should be tested. There is no need for their households to have a test, unless they 
are also symptomatic.  
As schools and colleges across England return, pupils and students may feel unwell for  
example with a sore throat, stomach upset or a headache. These pupils don’t need to book a test but may 
need to stay off academy or college and seek medical advice through their GP or pharmacist as usual.  
As an academy we will follow this guidance for the safety of all children, staff and their families.  
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Safety of the bubbles 

The classroom bubbles will be in use as they were from September- December. Each class is it’s own bubble; 
break times and dinner times will be as class bubbles to ensure safety. There is a one way system in place 
throughout the academy.  All children will be asked to hand sanitise each time they enter and exit the 
classrooms and before and after eating their lunch,  in line with the guidelines. 

 

Attendance 
All children are welcomed back on 8th March inline with the DfE’s guidance that academy attendance will be 
mandatory. We have plans in place to ensure children are receiving an enriched curriculum in the academy, 
whilst maintaining safe routines and environments to learn in. Children need to attend the academy in order 
to enhance their knowledge and also be in the academy to receive structured catch up programs to support 
any additional learning needs. Therefore, the usual rules on attendance will apply, including parents’ legal 
duty to secure their child’s attendance at the academy. If you have any queries regarding attendance, please 
contact the academy office to arrange a meeting with Mrs Willett. 

Uniform  
All children will be expected to be in full academy uniform from Monday 8th March. Please see the academy 
website for the full uniform list. Continuing from the Autumn term, the children will not be changing for PE 
therefore on their specified PE days children need to come to academy in PE appropriate clothing which they 
will wear for the whole day.  
 
Chromebooks 
All devices, including chargers and bags, that have been loaned to children from school will need to be 
returned on Monday 8th March when the children return  back to school. These devices will be checked and 
updated within school. The children will have the opportunity to access these devices for learning whilst in 
the building. Plans are in place for the children to begin to use these devices both at school and at home in 
the weeks ahead. More information will be provided when the devices are hopefully going to be used for a 
blend of home and school use. 
 
Face Coverings 
The current guidance in relation to wearing face covering states in primary academies, they should be worn 
by staff and adult visitors in situations where social distancing between adults is not possible (for example, 
when moving around in corridors and communal areas). However children in primary academies do not need 
to wear a face covering. In order to keep all families safe within the academy we expect all adults entering the 
academy premises to wear a face covering. This includes in the grounds of the academy, when dropping off 
and collecting their child, unless they are exempt from doing so. Please inform the academy if you are 
exempt from wearing a face covering. 
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Arrival and departure  
Prior to lockdown the system of staggered starts for the day seems to be working well. After evaluating our 
procedures we are going to enhance this system further by introducing the following steps. 

 
● Children will enter gate A or gate B linked to the information in the table below. 
● A coloured card system will be in operation where the carer/ parent or child will need to present a 

coloured pass card when entering the school site linked to the specific timings below. This is to 
ensure all children and families are staying safe whilst dropping off and collecting from the academy. 
To ensure this new process runs smoothly we need all families to stick to the timings which relate to 
their family. You will be issued 2 coloured cards in case you need a spare. For any further 
replacement cards needed, please contact the office. You are able to collect your coloured cards 
before Monday 8th March, these will be available from the office on Thursday 4th March and Friday 
5th March ensuring social distancing on collection.  

●  If you are part of a multi-child family unit then the youngest child and their siblings need to be 
dropped off and picked up from Gate A through the car park and following the one way system. 
(The decision to swap around the drop off and pick up points has been made to increase safety as it 
will be  safer for families to follow the one way system and social distance when dropping off using 
the carpark entrance.   

● A family who has only one child in school  (the child does not have siblings attending school) will use 
the side gate (B) and enter and exit through the side door. This will mean less people congregating 
on the playground area and having to pass each other on the side path. 
 

Please aim to arrive at the allocated times, as you will only be permitted through the gates  with the specific 
colour at the allocated times. If you lose or forget your coloured card you may have to wait until all children 
have been dropped off before entering the site. Please ensure you are social distancing when approaching 
and leaving both gates. 
 

  GATE A ( carpark)  THIS WILL BE THE MULTI CHILD FAMILY GATE  
(Please bring your family to the time of your youngest child in school) 

  Droff Off Time  Pick Up Time  Allocated Pupils 

Green  8.50am  11.50am (Nursery) 
 
2.50pm 

Reception and Nursery children with their siblings in 
other year groups 

Yellow  8.55am   2.55pm  Y1 and Y2 children with their siblings in other year 
groups 

Red  9.00am   3.00pm  Y3 and Y4 children with their siblings in other year 
groups 

Blue  9.10am   3.10pm  Y5 and Y6 children with their siblings in other year 
groups 
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Bridge before and after school wrap-around care  
 
Bridge will be open as usual for the families that need wrap-around child care. It will operate using the same 
class bubbles that are already up and running in the academy  so that children from the different year groups 
can safely attend each day.  
Please email the academy office (smit-office@coopacademies.co.uk) to book your child in for Bridge, so that 
we can make provision for the number of children who will be attending before and after academy hours. 

As a whole staff team, we would like to thank you once again for your continued support through these very 
testing times. We are looking forward to welcoming all pupils back to school next week. 

         Yours sincerely, 

 

   

           Mrs C Brackenbury 

 
          Acting Headteacher 

  GATE B ( side gate and path into the playground) 
THIS WILL BE FOR FAMILIES WITH ONLY ONE CHILD WITHOUT ANY OTHER SIBLINGS ATTENDING 
THE ACADEMY 
(Please bring your child at the times stated below) 

  Droff Off Time  Pick Up Time  Allocated Pupils 

Green  8.50am   11.50am (Nursery) 
2.50pm 

Reception and Nursery children without any brothers or 
sisters in school 

Yellow  8.55am   2.55pm  Y1 and Y2 children without any brothers or sisters in 
school 

Red  9.00am   3.00pm  Y3 and Y4 children without any brothers or sisters in 
school 

Blue  9.10am   3.10pm  Y5 and Y6 children without any brothers or sisters in 
school 


