
 
 

 
 

4th November 2020 

Dear Parents / Carers 

Welcome back to a new half term at Co-op Academy Smithies Moor. We hope that this letter 

finds you all healthy and happy and refreshed after the half term holiday.  

We would like to sincerely thank all of you and also the staff team for the amazing effort that 

you have put in to keep everyone safe.  

We are the only school in our area and also one of the few Co-op Academy Trust schools 

who have managed to stay open all last half term without closing any bubbles down. This 

took a great deal of effort from everyone so again thank you. We realise that this is unlikely 

to continue indefinitely given the huge increase in cases nationally and locally but it is an 

amazing achievement.  

 

Wearing of masks or visors 

As we re-enter a period of National Lockdown and with infection rates rising exponentially 

again we have taken the step of staff wearing masks or visors at the beginning and end of 

the day. This is due to the increased number of people that they will come in to contact with 

at this time.  Once inside school, staff will remove their face coverings. We would strongly 

recommend that when coming to school to drop children off or collect them, that parents and 

carers also wear a face covering, either a face mask or visor if you cannot wear a mask. This 

is for the protection of everyone. Thank you for your support in this. 

 

Car park safety 

Please can I remind everyone that vehicles must not enter the school car park in the period 

8am – 3.30pm to ensure safety to all persons entering and leaving the academy. 

 

Be Bright Be Seen 

British summertime ended on the 25th October when the clocks went back by an hour. You 

will have already noticed that it is getting dark by 5pm. One of the consequences of the 

darker evenings and mornings is the increased risk to people’s safety on the roads. This 

week we joined in with the 'Be Bright and Be Seen' campaign to think about how we can 

travel safely in the dark. We now have a better knowledge of the importance of reflective and 

high vis clothing and accessories. Each child will soon be receiving a reflector to attach to 

their coat to keep them safer when travelling to and from school. 

 

Reminder of Covid Advice from Public Health England 

To ensure that people with coronavirus are identified, while avoiding a huge increase in 

demand for tests from people without coronavirus symptoms, Public Health England have 



 
 

 
 

asked that we recommend to you that pupils, parents and staff who feel unwell, should get 

tested if they develop one or more of the main coronavirus symptoms: 

-a high temperature 

-a new, continuous cough 

-the loss or change of their sense of taste or smell,  

or if they are recommended to get tested by a healthcare provider (e.g. GP or nurse) 

If a pupil, parent or staff member develops one or more of the main coronavirus symptoms 

described above, only they should be tested. There is no need for their household to have a 

test, unless they are also symptomatic.  

Unless a pupil, parent or staff member has one of the three main coronavirus symptoms, 

they should only be tested if instructed otherwise by the local authority, health protection 

team or their GP.  

Pupils and students may feel unwell for example with a sore throat, stomach upset or a 

headache. These pupils don’t need to book a test but may need to stay off school or college 

and seek medical advice through their GP or pharmacist as usual.  

As a school we will follow this guidance for the safety of all children, staff and their families. 

 

 

Please keep us informed 

If a child tests positive please text school on the number 07931 166698 stating the name of 

the person who has tested positive, the date that they showed symptoms, when the test was 

carried out and their class. 

 

Year 5 and 6 

Year 5 and 6 have had a fantastic start back to school. They have been writing diary entries 

as August from the book Wonder written by R.J Palacio. Here they are displayed surrounded 

by the children's eye artwork which represents how different and unique we all are. 

 

                   



 
 

 
 

 

Building improvement work 

The school is starting to look even better. We now have a new heating system which is fully 

functioning throughout the school including the newly refurbished sports hall.  

The completion of the roofing work has been delayed due to bad weather but the 

improvement is clear.  

Three sets of toilets have been completely emptied and rebuilt and the transformation is 

staggering. The remaining toilets are due to be finished over the next few weeks.  

 

 

Parent Consultation Evening 

Due to the Covid pandemic we have taken the decision not to have a usual kind of parent 

consultation evening this year. Instead a one page report will be sent home which will 

include a section at the bottom for you to fill in anything that you want your child’s class 

teacher to know about. This seems to be a much safer way of having a consultation and 

although we will miss the contact with parents which is so valuable to us, it would not be safe 

this year to meet in this way. If you need a follow up phone call in addition to the report, 

please contact school to arrange one.  

 

School Photographs  

Individual photographs had been arranged to take place during what is now a time of 

national lockdown. As we see the risk as too great to carry this out at the moment, we have 

postponed the school photographs until a safer time. We hope that these can be carried out 

during the Summer term when we would be better able to use the school grounds to make 

the process less of a risk. We are sorry for any inconvenience that this causes but it really is 

a case of safety first and foremost at the moment. We have taken the steps of limiting the 

visitors in school to essential people only.  

 

 

 

 

EYFS 

EYFS have been exploring the art work of Andy Goldsworthy. They made art work outside 

using a range of natural materials including shells, sticks, stones, conkers and pine cones. 

The children really enjoyed being artists and we loved their creations. 

 



 
 

 
 

                   
 

 

We are sorry that the letter has been dominated by Covid, however this does feature largely 

in our thoughts at the moment. The way that we as a community have faced this challenge 

makes us very proud. We all trust each other to do the right thing to make everyone safer 

and although it is difficult not to see and spend time with people we love and care about it is 

necessary to keep us all safer.  

 

 

Best wishes and keep safe.  

 

Mr S Stafford 

 

 


