
 
 
9th September 2020 

Dear Parents / Carers 

Welcome back to life at Co-op Academy Smithies Moor. We hope that this letter finds you all 
healthy and happy.  
It has been wonderful to have our children return in such good numbers. I know that I speak 
for all of our staff team when I tell you that we have missed them all very much.  
Despite some nerves and apprehension before school on the first morning the children 
settled very well and the feeling around school has been fabulous.  
 
Covid Advice from Public Health England 
Some lessons have been learned following the return of schools in Scotland.  
To ensure that people with coronavirus are identified, while avoiding a huge increase in 
demand for tests from people without coronavirus symptoms, Public Health England have 
asked that we recommend to you that pupils, parents and staff who feel unwell, should get 
tested if they develop one or more of the main coronavirus symptoms: 
-a high temperature 
-a new, continuous cough 
-the loss or change of their sense of taste or smell 
Or if they are recommended to get tested by a healthcare provider (e.g. GP or nurse) 
If a pupil, parent or staff member develops one or more of the main coronavirus symptoms 
described above, only they should be tested. There is no need for their households to have a 
test, unless they are also symptomatic.  
As schools and colleges across England return, pupils and students may feel unwell for 
example with a sore throat, stomach upset or a headache. These pupils don’t need to book a 
test but may need to stay off school or college and seek medical advice through their GP or 
pharmacist as usual.  
 
As a school we will follow this guidance for the safety of all children, staff and their families. 
 
New term dates 
We are pleased that the change in term dates seems to have worked well so far. Children 
returned for two days last week and now seem very settled. Some were tired by the end of 
the week as the school routine is very different from being at home since March. The two 
week break in October will help them to recover from the return to school and will hopefully 
help them to be fitter and healthier.  

Uniform 
It was our intention to make things easier for you by not insisting on the children wearing 

 
 



 
 
school uniform when they returned in September. This was due to our move towards a new 
uniform for September this year and that the lockdown closed our uniform supplier early on.  
Some parents have asked if children can start to wear uniform again as they feel that it could 
be easier for them. Our uniform supplier is also open again now.  
We will start to wear uniform back from the week beginning 21st September. 
This should give everyone sufficient time. Although there has been a change to the uniform 
for this year, children are welcome to continue to wear their old uniform until it wears out and 
requires replacing.  
As you know new uniform will include white shirts or polo shirts, blue jumpers with the new 
school logo or grey blazers with the new logo.  
The staff team carried out a sponsored event and raised money to buy all of the children 
moving into Year 5 a new blazer. As stated earlier uniform with the old badge can still be 
worn so we don’t expect anyone to be out of pocket. 
We will not be changing for PE as this will increase the risk so on PE days children can 
come to school in PE appropriate clothing which they will wear for the day.  
 
Arrival and departure 
The system of staggered starts for the day seems to be working well. This will continue for 
the foreseeable future.  
Just to remind you children come to the front of school to drop off and be collected, for Years 
1 to 6 if they don’t have a brother or sister in school. Children come to school and are 
collected from the side entrance if they are in Early Years or if they have a brother or sister 
in school.  

School Building work 
As you are aware that since arriving at school I have been trying to bring about changes and 
improvements to the structure and look of the school building. 
This work has continued during lockdown and the school holidays.  
Currently we:  
are replacing the roof,  
have installed a new heating system throughout school,  
are renovating the sports hall, 
replacing external doors,  
replacing pupil toilets during the October half term.  
 
Builders are working in areas away from the children and all have been DBS checked for 
safety. We are very much looking forward to all of this being completed and the benefits that 
this will bring.  
 
The work has been funded by the Department for Education, the Co-op Academies Trust 
and the school jointly. 

 
 



 
 
 
Bridge before and after school care 
Unfortunately we have not been able to run Bridge due to the dining room and hall being 
unavailable because of the replacement heating.  
We are delighted that we will now be able to run Bridge from next week (Week beginning 
14th September) 
We know the impact that this has had on you as families and so we have tried to get it up 
and running as soon as possible.  
Bridge will operate using the four bubbles of the rest of school so that children from all year 
groups can attend each day.  
Please email the school office FAO Miss Pickles (smit-office@coopacademies.co.uk) to 
book your child in for Bridge, so that we can make provision for the number of children who 
will be attending before and after school. 
 
Again welcome back, it has been a pleasure to get to see you all again. Our school didn’t 
feel right without the children, who are the beating heart of the building, being here.  
 
 
Yours sincerely 

  

Mr S Stafford  
Headteacher 
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