
 
 
 

 

14th July 2020 

 

 

Dear Parents / Carers 

This has been a very strange year for us all and I would like to thank you for your resilience 
in helping us to deal, as best we could, with the circumstances. As you know we have been 
open throughout the crisis, including holiday times, to a small number of children.  

New term dates 
Thank you for your responses to the consultation regarding changing our holiday dates. The 
outcome of consultations were Parents 97% in favour of changing, 0.5% undecided, 2.5% 
against. Staff consultation was 100% in favour of the change. Our plan is therefore to open 
up much more widely in September and so the majority of children will be starting back on 3rd 
September. We have altered our holiday pattern so that we can start back earlier instead of 
having a 7 week summer holiday. This will also provide a longer break in October when 
children will be tired after their return to full time education after such a long time away.  

Uniform 
We think that at the moment it is safer for children not to wear school uniform and this 
decision is further supported by the uniform provider being closed down for most of 
lockdown. Therefore we are aiming to bring back uniform in January at the earliest. To 
support parents in the purchase of uniform for January the staff team have carried out a 
sponsored climb of the three highest mountains in the UK, indoors on their own stairs and at 
school. This has raised enough money for us to buy school blazers and ties for all of the 
Year 4 children who will be entering Year 5 in September. These blazers will be for January 
next year as they cannot be washed daily and so until more becomes clear about Covid we 
will not be wearing them in September. We ask that everything that children wear is washed 
daily in order to limit the spread of Covid. You will also notice that staff will not be wearing 
the clothes that you are used to them wearing. They will be mostly be in school logo polo 
shirts and hoodies as these can be washed easily and frequently.  

 

 

 
 



 
 
PE  
We will not be changing for PE as this will increase the risk. Instead on PE children can wear 
appropriate sporting clothes such as jogging bottoms, sweatshirts and trainers. We have 
assessed the risk of remaining in sporting clothing all day as being less than having children 
changing in small groups in small areas.  

 

Safety 
To try to make the school as safe as possible children will be kept in bubbles away from the 
rest of school. There will be four bubbles in school - Reception and Nursery, Years 1 and 2, 
Years 3 and 4 and finally Years 5 and 6.  

We will not be using the dining room at lunchtime as this will result in a large cross over of 
children and this will increase the risk to everyone. Instead school lunches will be ‘grab bags’ 
which will be delivered to the children’s classrooms. Children may wish to bring their own 
packed lunch from home. Both school ‘grab bags’ and packed lunches will be eaten in the 
classrooms to keep the children in their bubbles.  

During the school holidays and for the first few weeks after we return the school heating 
system is being replaced and the school is also being re-roofed. This will cause some 
disruption and unfortunately we will not be able to offer the Bridge before and after school 
club for the first two weeks of term. This is because the dining room, hall and gym are being 
worked on at this time by heating engineers. We will be aiming to start opening the Bridge in 
the week beginning 14th September and it will be available for all year groups. When Bridge 
resumes, children will still be divided into their bubbles. More information will be given out 
about this in September.  

At the moment we will not be sending home book bags as this could potentially add to the 
risk of transfer between home and school.  Instead we have purchased two online reading 
systems- Oxford Reading Buddy for across the whole school, which is already up and 
running and for KS2 MyON which will be set up in September. Similarly we are planning to 
give each child their own pencil case with all of the equipment that they will need in school. 
All children will receive a named water bottle which is for their use only and this will remain in 
school. In this way children will not need to share anything that they need.  

 

 

 
 



 
 
Arrival at school 
To make entry to school as easy and safe as possible we will be operating a staggered start 
to the day. There will also be different places to enter school for different bubbles of children.  

Bubble Start Time End Time Further Information  
EYFS (Reception and 

Nursery children) 
8:50am 2:50pm These children will enter the school grounds through 

the side gate and will go to the back of school where 
they will enter the school through the Reception 
classroom doors. 

Years 1 and 2 8:50am 2:50pm Children from Years 1 and 2 can be brought to the 
front of school through the car park gate. They will 
then enter school up the left hand steps as you face 
the school. Please drop off your child and go out of 
school through the pedestrian gate. 

Years 3 and 4 9:00am 3:00pm Children from Years 3 and 4 can be brought to the 
front of school through the car park gate. They will 
then enter school up the left hand steps as you face 
the school. Please drop off your child and go out of 
school through the pedestrian gate. 

Years 5 and 6 9:10am 3:10pm Children from Years 5 and 6 can be brought to the 
front of school through the car park gate. They will 
then enter school up the left hand steps as you face 
the school. Please drop off your child and go out of 
school through the pedestrian gate. 

 

If you have children in different year groups please enter the school grounds by the side 
gate at 9:00 and wait on the playground for staff to call your children in to school. Children 
will then be taken around school to their classes. At the end of the day children will leave at 
the time of the youngest sibling. Children with siblings can be met on the playground after 
you have entered the school grounds by the side gate.  

Movement around school 
The school is marked in all of the corridors and on each staircase with a one way system. 
Each bubble is allocated a separate toilet area and a route to and from this from the 
classroom. In each classroom there is hand sanitiser, tissues, a peddle bin, disinfectant, 
hand wash and paper towels.  

I realise that there is a lot of information here but I thought that it would be useful to have it 
all in one place. Much of this has already been shared with you through the phone calls but 
in case you have any questions please don’t hesitate to contact us.  

 
 



 
 
On behalf of all at Co-op Academy Smithies Moor I would like to wish you all a safe, happy 
and healthy summer break and I look forward to welcoming you back in September. Thank 
you all again for your continued support.  

 

Yours sincerely 

  

 

Mr S Stafford 

Headteacher 

 

 
 


