
 

1 

 

The John Curwen Co-operative Primary Academy – Special Education Needs and Disability Information Report 
Our Local Offer 2018-2019 in support of the Pupils and Families Bill 2014. 
 
The John Curwen Co-operative Primary Academy is a mainstream setting where all pupils are welcome whatever their abilities and needs.  All pupils 
have access to a broad, balanced and relevant curriculum, which is differentiated to meet their individual needs. The academy building is on two storeys 
which is not ideal for pupils with a physical disability, but we do our best to cater for the needs of individuals and we ensure that equipment used is 
accessible to all pupils regardless of their needs. Extra-curricular activities and after academy hours provision is accessible for pupils with SEND. We are 
always happy to meet parents to discuss individual access requirements. 
 
1. What is our ethos towards additional needs? 
We have a whole-academy approach towards additional needs policy and practice. Pupils identified as having an additional need are, as far as 
practicably possible, fully integrated into mainstream classes. Every effort is made to ensure they have full and equal access to the National Curriculum 
and that they are integrated into all aspects of academy life, including trips, residential and after academy hours activities/ clubs etc. The SEND Code of 
Practice makes it very clear that ALL teachers are teachers of pupils with additional needs. 
All teachers take responsibility for identifying pupils with an additional need. They work in collaboration with the pupil themselves, their family and the 
Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Co-ordinators (SENDCOs) to ensure that any pupil requiring different or additional support are identified and 
provided for as early as possible. Assessment is part of the process by which pupils with additional needs is identified: whether or not a pupil is making 
appropriate progress is seen as a significant factor in considering if additional needs provision is needed. 
 
2. Who should you speak to if you think your child needs help?   
In the first instance, arrange a meeting with your child’s class teacher to discuss your concerns. If necessary, a meeting is arranged with the SENDCo.  
Families can also contact the SEND team directly by email at sendco@johncurwen.coop. 
 
3. How will we identify a child who has additional needs? 
At different times in their academy career, a child or young person may have a special educational need. The Code of Practice states that: A child or 
young person has SEN if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for special educational provision to be made for them. A child 
of compulsory school age or a young person has a learning difficulty or disability if they: 

- have a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same age: or 
- have a disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of educational facilities of a kind generally provided for others of the 

same age in mainstream schools or mainstream post-16 institutions. 
If a learner is identified as having SEND, we provide provision that is ‘additional to or different from’ the normal differentiated curriculum, intended to 
overcome the barrier to their learning.  Learners can fall behind for lots of reasons: 

 They may have been absent from the academy. 

 They may have attended lots of different schools and not had a consistent opportunity to learn. 

 They may not speak English very well or at all. 

 They may be worried about different things that distracts them from learning. 
We are committed to ensuring that all pupils have access to appropriate learning opportunities, and for those who are at risk of not making expected 
progress, we intervene. This does not mean that all vulnerable learners have SEND. Only those with a learning difficulty that requires special educational 
provision is identified as having SEND. 
Early identification of pupils with Additional needs is a priority. On entry to the academy, each pupil’s aptitudes and abilities is assessed, and as the 
pupils continue through the academy we use appropriate screening and assessment tools to ascertain their progress.  
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4. What are the main areas of need? 
Pupils can have a main area of need and/or other additional needs from the categories below. 

 Communication and interaction.  
This could include pupils with Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD) or Asperger’s and/or Speech, Language and Communication Needs (SLCN) Further 
information can be found at:  
http://www.autism.org.uk/about-autism  
www.afasic.org.uk. 

 Cognition and learning 
This could include Attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), pupils with a moderate learning difficulty (MLD), profound and multiple learning 
difficulty (PMLD), or severe learning difficulty (SLD). Pupils with a specific learning difficulty are also under this category of special educational need eg 
dyslexia, dyscalculia, dyspraxia, dysgraphia.  Further information can be found at: 
www.addiss.co.uk 
http://dysgraphia.org.uk 
http://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk 
http://www.dyspraxiafoundation.org.uk 

 Social, emotional and mental health  
This could include pupils with possible adjustment disorders, anxiety disorders, obsessive-compulsive disorders (OCD). 

 Sensory, and/or physical needs Pupils with a visual impairment (VI), hearing impairment (HI), multi-sensory impairment (MSI), physical disability 
(PD) and/or medical need. 
 
5. How will we support a child with an additional need? 
The Academy works together with pupils and their parents using the assessment information from class teachers to design appropriate differentiated 
programmes for pupils identified with an additional need including: 

 providing personalised starting points for an appropriate curriculum. 

 identifying a need for support within the class. 

 assessing the level of learning difficulties in which particular area. 

 ensuring on-going observations / assessments provide regular feedback on achievements which then inform the next steps in learning. 

 involvement of parents and the pupil throughout to create a joint home-academy learning approach. 
It is important to stress that the pupil and their parents are at the centre of this procedure, with both parties being fully involved and informed at each and 
every step. 
 
Procedure: The ‘Graduated Approach’ of additional needs provision 
Step 1 – Quality First Teaching – Provide differentiated quality first teaching in the classroom. Most additional needs can be addressed this way. 
Step 2 – SEND Support – Where a child’s needs are felt to be more significant than can be met by differentiated, quality first teaching, additional support is 
put into place for the pupil.  This is recorded in a document called SEND Support. 
Step 3 – My Support Plan – Where a pupil’s needs are more complex, personal targets are discussed and tracked through a document called a ‘My 
Support Plan’. Progress towards targets set in the support plan is reviewed three times in a year with information provided by parent / carer, class teacher 
and / or external agencies eg speech and language therapist, educational psychologist etc. 
Step 4 – Education, Health and Care Plans – Where concerns remain despite sustained intervention, the academy will consider requesting an 
Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP). The EHCP sets out in detail the child’s strengths as well as areas of need and detail the provision for that 
child in the areas of education, health and social care. EHCPs are requested from the Local Authority. 

http://www.autism.org.uk/about-autism
http://www.afasic.org.uk/
http://www.addiss.co.uk/
http://dysgraphia.org.uk/
http://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/
http://www.dyspraxiafoundation.org.uk/
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At every stage of the graduated approach, the academy ensures delivery of the provision detailed and hold regular reviews with parents and pupils regarding 
the suitability of the current provision. 
 
6. What provision is available at The John Curwen Academy to support a child with an additional need?  
The main methods of provision made by the academy are: 

 Full time education in class with additional help and support from the class teacher through a differentiated curriculum / resources.  

 In-class support with adult assistance. 

 Periods of withdrawal individually or in groups to work with a teacher / teaching assistant. 

 Support from specialists within class or part of a withdrawal programme. 
 
7. When will you have the opportunity to discuss your child’s progress? 

 The progress of pupils at every stage of the graduated approach is tracked using assessment data and observations. Those pupils working through 
targets set in their ‘My Support Plan’ or holding an EHCP have targets which are reviewed with full involvement of the child and the parents every term. 

 This is an addition to the parents’ evenings provided to discuss your child’s progress. 
 
8. What specialist services / expertise are available for a pupil with additional need at The John Curwen Academy? 
Although we don’t have specialist teachers on the premises, our pupils have access to a designated speech and language teaching assistant, speech and 
language therapist, school nursing team, private educational psychologist and the local authority educational psychologist. In addition to this we work 
with colleagues in the professions of occupational therapy, hearing/visual impairment, behaviour support, and counselling services at CAMHS and 
Northorpe Hall. We have a Thrive licensed practitioner who leads delivery of therapeutic support to pupils with social and emotional wellbeing difficulties. 
 
9. Other opportunities for learning 
All learners have the same opportunity to access extra-curricular activities.  We are committed to making reasonable adjustments to ensure participation 
for all, so please contact the academy to discuss specific requirements should you need them.  All staff at The John Curwen Academy understand the 
Equality Act 2010.  This legislation places specific duties on schools/academies, settings and providers including the duty not to discriminate, harass or 
victimise a child or adult linked to a protected characteristic defined in the Equality Act and to make ‘reasonable adjustments.’ 
The Equality Act 210 definition of disability is:  A person has a disability for the purposes of this Act if (s) he has a physical or mental impairment 
which has a substantial and long-term adverse effect on his ability to carry out normal day-to day activities. (Section 1(1) Disability Discrimination 
Act 1995.)  This definition of disability in the Equality Act includes pupils with long term health conditions such as asthma, diabetes, epilepsy, and cancer.  
Pupils and young people with such conditions do not necessarily have SEND, but there is a significant overlap between disabled pupils and young 
people and those with SEND. Pupils and young people may therefore be covered by both SEND and disability legislation.  For more information about 
the Equality Act, the protected characteristics or duties on public bodies, please https://www.gov.uk/equality-act-2010-guidance.   
 
9. Preparing for the next step  
Transition is a part of life for all learners. This can be transition to a new class in the academy, having a new teacher, or moving on to another school or 
academy. We work in partnership with pupils, families and other providers to ensure positive transitions occur. 
Planning for transition is a part of our provision for all learners with SEND. Moving classes is discussed with you and your child at their summer term 
review meeting.  Transition to secondary schools is discussed as part of MSP reviews in Years 5-6 to ensure time for planning and preparation.  
Opportunities are provided for pupils to meet their new teacher and where appropriate, transition booklets are produced to aid discussion about changes at 
home. 
 
10. Have your say  

https://www.gov.uk/equality-act-2010-guidance.


 

4 

We are a co-operative academy.  We shape and develop provision for all of our learners ensuring achievement for all.  This SEND report declares our 
annual offer to learners with SEND, but to be effective it needs the views of all parents/carers, learners, members of the Local Governing Body and staff.  
So please engage with our annual process to ‘assess plan, do and review’ provision for SEND. 
 
11. Frequently Asked Questions 

Teaching and learning  

What additional support do we provide in the class? Educational teaching assistants are available to support in class for periods of time. 
Small Group work targeting misconceptions.  
1:1 support. 
Differentiated curriculum activities & targets. 

What provision do we provide to enable access to the 
curriculum and to develop independent learning? 

Catch-up Interventions. 
Booster Groups. 
Support from the learning support service including speech and language, behaviour support, hearing 
impairment and visual impairment services, school nursing team. 
Advice from the educational psychologist (private and local authority). 
Additional funding provided by Kirklees for pupils with an Educational Health and Care Plan (EHCP). 
Multi-sensory approach to learning. 
The classroom environment adapted as needed to meet specific needs eg dyslexia friendly, low 
visual stress, visual prompts. 
Resources stored and labelled appropriately help pupils access independently and take responsibility 
for the up-keep of their room. 
Opportunity to use information communication technology to aid learning.  
Sensory area. 

What specialisms around SEND have we got? Inclusion & well-being team, including 2 SENDCos. 
Speech and language teaching assistant who works closely with speech and language therapist. 
All members of staff are ‘Team Teach’ trained. 
Teaching assistants trained to deliver specific interventions. 
Teaching assistant with visual stress screening training. 

What ongoing support and development is in place for our 
staff regarding supporting pupils and young people with 
SEN? 

SENDCos attend SEND training networks and courses. 
Support from Primary Pupil Referral Service (PPRS). 
Strong focus on continuing professional development as required. 
Support from Educational Psychologists. 
Support and assessments provided by speech and language team. 
Support from outreach teams, including ASD, visual impairment, physical impairment. 
Support from Portex. 
Discussions between staff, SENDCos and leadership team to discuss progress, provision and share 
suggestions and expertise. 

What reasonable adjustments do we make during tests? 1:1 support and small group when needed. 
Year 6 booster groups to prepare pupils for SATs. 
Staff and parent volunteers used as scribes, prompts and readers. 
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Applications made for additional time, rest breaks and early opening when applicable. 
Free breakfast club held during SATs test weeks. 

How do we share educational progress and outcomes with 
parents? 

Parents’ evening held twice a year, with an option to meet with teachers after reports have been 
received in July. 
Academy formal reports annually in July. 
Meeting with parents on an informal basis. 
Annual reviews of EHCPs. 
MSP reviews at least three times a year to share targets, progress and next steps. 
SEND Support level reviews.  
Bilingual speakers in the academy to support with discussions, and translators can be arranged via 
telephone conference calls for languages not available in the academy. 

What arrangements do we put in place to ensure support is 
maintained in “off-site provision?” 

Links with the PPRS. 
Regular contact maintained with off-site provision including visits. 
Review meetings.  

Keeping pupils safe  

What handover arrangements do we make at the start and 
end of the academy day? Do we have parking areas for pick 
up and drop off? 

KS1 / 2 parents wait in the playground to collect pupils; EYFS parents collect pupils from their 
classroom. 
Parents can park on the street outside. 
Staff are visible at the beginning and end of each academy day. 

What support do we offer during breaks and lunchtimes? Staff on duty in the dinner hall and playground. 
Additional activities at lunchtime eg ICT club. 

How do we ensure your child stays safe outside the 
classroom? 

Staff aware of key pupils to monitor and support. 
Risk assessments. 
Staff and visitors invited to the academy eg for extra-curricular activities, are DBS checked. 
Individual Healthcare plans. 
Annual PE equipment checked by an external agent. 
High staff ratio on all academy visits. 
Comprehensive Safeguarding Policy in line with Kirklees and DFE guidance. 

What arrangements do we have in place for undertaking risk 
assessments? 

Follow the Kirklees risk assessment guidelines. 
Evolve (Local Authority authorising system) in place for trips. 

Where can you find details of our anti-bullying policy? On the academy website or academy office for a paper copy. 

Health (including emotional health and wellbeing)  

What is our academy’s policy on administering medication? Medical Needs Academy Policy and Guidelines policy. 

How do we work with parents to draw up a care plan and 
ensure all relevant staff are aware? 

Meeting conducted between parents, academy staff, nursing team, and other professionals when 
appropriate. 
Care plan is then shared with all parties involved, directly with the child and monitored by the lead 
professionals. 

What would our academy do in the case of a medical 
emergency? 

Call 999. 
Contact parents. 
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 Collect parents if needed. 
2 members of staff to accompany the pupil to hospital. 
Offer for a member of staff to accompany the parent and pupil. 
We have several members of staff first aid trained and lists are updated and displayed in the 
academy. 
All staff members are updated annually on safeguarding and child protection. 
Designated Safeguarding Leads are trained under the Kirklees Safeguarding Pupils’ Board.  
All staff can undertake single assessments with guidance from the Early Help Team. 

Which health or therapy services can your child access on 
academy premises? 

Appointments with school health. 
Educational psychology services. 
Speech and language therapy. 
Outreach teams. 

Communication with parents  

How do we ensure that parents know “who’s who” and who 
they should contact if there is any concerns about a child / 
young person? 

Names and information published on the academy website. 
Home visits made to all new nursery and reception pupils prior to admission. 
Home visits made if requested by parents. 
Visits to other settings to meet pupils if required. 
Parents of pupils new to the academy in years 1-6 meet with the Principal or Vice Principal and 
other key staff if required. 
Regular newsletters to parents. 
Safeguarding posters around the academy. Handbook in every classroom and key areas. 

How can parents speak to staff at The John Curwen Academy? Wherever possible parents are seen straight away.  However due to the teaching commitments of 
members of staff, an appointment may need to be made.  All parents are seen as swiftly as possible. 

How can parents give feedback to the academy? Questionnaires. 
Appointment with principal / chair of local governing body. 
By letter to the principal / chair of governors. 
New parents meet with either the principal or vice principal. 
Phone calls and email. 
At the end of each academy day verbally with staff including the office, leadership team, inclusion & 
well-being team. 

Working together  

Is it possible to arrange home/school contracts? Yes, details are available on the academy website. 

What opportunities do we offer for pupils to have their say? Academy Council. 
MSP reviews. 
Single Assessment. 
Daily discussion with staff. 

What opportunities are there for parents to have their say 
about their child’s education? 

Parents meetings. 
Behaviour reviews. 
MSP / SEND Support review meetings. 
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Arranging a meeting with staff. 
Verbally with staff. 
Questionnaires. 

Can parents get help completing paperwork, if so who from? Yes – teaching staff, office staff, well-being and teaching manager. 

What information, advice and guidance can parents and 
pupils access through our academy? 
 

Leaflets available in the academy. 
Advice from the Principal and the Senior Leadership Team. 
Advice from the Well-being team in the academy. 
Local offer on academy website. 

How does The John Curwen Academy help parents with travel 
plans when bringing pupils to/from the academy? 

Offer support and understanding when pupils have exceptional circumstances that impact on 
punctuality. 

Transition from primary school and school leavers  

What support is available for Year 6’s making the transition to 
secondary school? 

Visits to the receiving secondary school. 
Extra visits planned for Year 6 leavers with additional needs. 
Positive links with all close secondary schools. 
Key staff from secondary schools visit our academy to meet pupils and introduce themselves. 
Links with St Andrews Methodist Church that hold transition events. 
Links with special schools. 
Transition booklets for pupils that may find moving schools difficult. 

Extra-curricular activities  

What before and after academy hours provision do we offer? Before / after academy hours at JC club: Monday – Friday, 7.30-8.50 am and 3.10-6.00pm. 

How do we ensure clubs, activities and residential trips are 
inclusive? 

All pupils are able to take part. 
Pupil premium grant can be used to part fund some activities. 

How do we help pupils in our academy to make friends? PSHCE curriculum. 
Therapeutic support. 
Values assemblies. 
Restorative practice strategies. 

 
If you require any further clarification on any of these points, or, have any further questions do not hesitate to contact your child’s class teacher or the 
SEND team. 
Principal: Steve Stafford; Vice Principal Lisa Somerville; Assistant Vice Principal Catherine Brackenbury; SENDCos Liz Drye & Kim Sutherland; Chair of 
the Local Governing Body: Mr Mel Woodcock 
 
Glossary of SEN Terms 

Abbrevi
ation 

Name Definition 

 Annual Review All Education, Health and Care Plans must be reviewed annually. The Annual Review ensures that that once a year the parents, the 
pupil, the Local Authority, the academy and all professionals involved consider the progress the pupil has made over the last 12 
months, and whether amendments need to be made to the Education, Health and Care Plan. 
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ADHD / 
ADD 

Attention Deficit 
Hyperactivity 
Disorder/Attention 
Deficit Disorder 

ADHD/ADD is a disorder that appears in early childhood. ADHD/ADD makes it difficult for students to hold back their spontaneous 
responses (responses can involve everything from movement to speech to attentiveness). Students with ADD are not diagnosed as 
having excessive hyperactive behaviour but display all other symptoms. Pupils with ADD/ADHD may be: 
Inattentive, hyperactive, and impulsive (the most common form) 
Inattentive, but not hyperactive or impulsive. 
Hyperactive and impulsive, but able to pay attention. 

 Assessment This involves building a picture of your child’s abilities, difficulties, behaviour, his/her special educational needs and the support 
required to meet those needs. Assessment is an important part of deciding whether your child’s progress rate is as good as is expected. 
Teachers carry out routine assessments regularly. More specialised assessments may be required if progress is not at an expected rate. This 
may be carried out by the SENDCo, an Educational Psychologist or an Advisory Teacher. A statutory assessment is a formal procedure 
which involves the collection of information from as many people as possible who have detailed knowledge about your child. This 
may lead to the issue of an EHC plan. 

 Asperger Syndrome An autistic spectrum disorder characterised by difficulties with social interaction, social communication and inflexible thought patterns in 
an otherwise intelligent and able child. 

ASD Autistic Spectrum 
Disorder 

Autistic spectrum disorders are characterised by difficulties interacting and communicating. The characteristics of autism can be 
described as the 'triad of impairment': Socialisation - poor social skills; Communication - difficulties with speech language and 
communication; Imagination - rigid thought and resistance to change. The commonly used terms 'autism' and 'Asperger syndrome' 
are autistic spectrum disorders. 

 Code of Practice The SEND Code of Practice (often referred to as “The Code”) gives practical guidance on how to identify, assess and support pupils with 
special educational needs and disability. All early education settings, state schools and Local Education Authorities must take 
account of this Code when they are dealing with pupils who have special educational needs and disability. 

 Differentiation Differentiation is the adjustment of the teaching methods and/or resources according to the learning needs of the pupils. It can be 
aimed at the groups within the class or individuals. See also personalised learning. 

 Dyslexia Pupils with dyslexia have a marked and persistent difficulty in learning to read, write and spell, despite making good progress in other 
areas. Areas of difficulty include: working memory, organisation, reading comprehension, handwriting, punctuation, concentration, 
sequencing words and numbers. Students with dyslexia may also mispronounce common words or reverse letters and sounds in words. 

 Dyspraxia A disorder that affects the co-ordination of movement. This can affect co-ordination of the speech organs (oral dyspraxia) or other 
actions e.g. eating, dressing or writing. 

EHCP Education, Health and 
Care Plan 

From 1st September 2014, Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCPs) have been issued instead of statements of SEND. An EHCP has the 
same statutory protection as a statement but it can be issued at and maintained to any point from birth to the age of 25. 

EP Educational 
Psychologist 

Most, but not all, Educational Psychologists are employed by local authorities (LAs). Their main work is with schools and academies 
and pre-school settings to provide advice, support and staff training for pupils with SEND. They may perform assessments of pupils 
with SEND and produce a report as part of the statutory assessment. 

 Test Special 
Arrangements 

Special arrangements can be made for pupils who are disadvantaged during tests because of certain difficulties such as dyslexic 
tendencies. Extra time can be arranged, for pupils who meet the test board criteria, in order that the disadvantage they have 
can be redressed. Readers and scribes can be used. 

 Members of the Local 
Governing Body 

Each academy has a Local Governing Body that is responsible to parents, funders and the community for making sure the academy 
provides a good quality education. 
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HI Hearing Impairment Pupils with a hearing impairment range from those with a mild hearing loss to those who are profoundly deaf. They cover the whole 
ability range. For educational purposes, pupils are regarded as having a hearing impairment if they require hearing aids, adaptations 
to their environment and/or particular teaching strategies in order to access the concepts and language of the curriculum. 

 Inclusion Inclusion is the process by which schools, academies and other establishments change their principles, policies, practices and 
environments to increase the presence, participation and achievement levels of pupils with special educational needs and/or a disability. 

IEP Individual Education 
Plan 

An IEP sets out the special help that a child receives to meet his or her special educational needs (SEN). It is not a legal requirement 
for your child to have and IEP. At The John Curwen Academy we track pupil’s progress through a document called a My Support 
Plan which records how your child’s special educational needs are being met. 

LD Learning Difficulties A child has learning difficulties if he or she finds it much harder to learn than most pupils of the same age. 

 Learning Mentors Learning Mentors/ Well-being managers work with pupils and college students to help them address barriers to learning and 
improve achievement. The work they do depends on the priorities of the school they work in but can include running after-hours 
clubs, anti-bullying programmes or helping young people to revise. 

LA Local Authority Each council has a Local Authority. The LA is responsible for the education of all pupils living within the council’s area and has some 
responsibility for all maintained state schools in our area. 

MLD Moderate Learning 
Difficulties 

Pupils with moderate learning difficulties have much greater difficulty than their peers in acquiring basic literacy and numeracy skills and 
in understanding concepts. They may also have associated speech and language delay, low self-esteem, low levels of concentration 
and under-developed social skills. 

MSP My Support Plan My Support Plans are child centred and outcome focused documents. They are designed to concentrate on individual needs and 
aspirations and prioritise areas for development. 

 National Curriculum This sets out a clear, full and statutory entitlement to learning for all pupils, setting out what should be taught and setting attainment 
targets for learning. It also determines how performance is assessed and reported. The National Curriculum is taught in a way that 
meets the needs of individual pupils, e.g. setting goals that are achievable. Not all academies follow the National Curriculum, but at The 
John Curwen Academy, we do. 

 National Curriculum  
Inclusion Statement 

This is a detailed statement within the National Curriculum, setting out the principles that schools must follow, to make sure that all 
pupils have the chance to succeed.  Although it is not statutory for academies to follow, The John Curwen Academy does adhere to 
it. 

 OFSTED OFSTED stands for the Office for Standards in Education. OFSTED is the inspectorate for pupils and learners in England and they oversee 
the quality of the provision of education and care through inspection and regulation. They inspect childcare providers, schools, 
academies, colleges, pupils’ services, teacher training and youth work. 

 Phonics A system of teaching reading and spelling that stresses basic symbol-sound relationships and how this works in decoding words. 

 Phonological 
Difficulties 

A child with phonological difficulties finds it hard to select and use the correct sounds necessary for speech. 

PD Physical Difficulty There is a wide range of physical disabilities and pupils cover the whole ability range. Some pupils are able to access the 
curriculum and learn effectively without additional educational provision. They have a disability but do not have a special educational 
need. For others, the impact on their education may be severe. In the same way, a medical diagnosis does not necessarily mean that a 
child has SEND. It depends on the impact the condition has on their educational needs. There are a number of medical conditions 
associated with physical disability which can impact on mobility. These include cerebral palsy, heart disease, spina bifida and 
hydrocephalus, muscular dystrophy. Pupils with physical disabilities may also have sensory impairments, neurological problems or 
learning difficulties. Some pupils are mobile but have significant fine motor difficulties which require support. 



 

10 

 Physiotherapists Physiotherapists see pupils who have difficulties with movement (e.g. walking, kicking a ball). The therapist assesses the child’s 
movements and identify what the physical problems are and then devise a treatment plan. 

SENDCo Special Educational 
Needs and Disability 
Co-coordinator 

A Special Educational Needs and Disability Co-coordinator or SENDCo is a teacher who has the responsibility for overseeing the day-to-
day SEND provision within his or her school or academy. The SENDCo and your child’s teacher/s should work together to plan how your 
child’s needs should be met. 

SEND Special Educational 
Needs and Disability 

Pupils with special educational needs have significantly greater difficulty in learning than most pupils of the same age or have a 
disability. These pupils may need extra or different help from that given to other pupils of the same age. Approximately one fifth of 
all pupils may have an SEND at some point in their school career. 

 Special Educational 
Provision 

The special help given to pupils with special educational needs which is additional to or different from the provision generally made 
for other pupils of the same age. 

 Special Educational 
Needs and Disability 
(SEND) Code of Practice 

See “Code of Practice‟ above. 

 Statement of 
Special Educational 
Needs 

From September 1st 2014, no new statements have been written. Instead a new document – an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) 
with the same legal protection as a Statement is produced. 

 Statutory Assessment This is the legal process for producing an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP). Parents, a young person over the age of 16 who 
is deemed capable and a variety of professionals can request a statutory assessment. Parents and/or the young person themselves if 
they are deemed capable, must give their permission for this to go ahead. Not all Statutory Assessments result in the issuing of an 
Education, Health and Care Plan. From September 2014, Statutory Assessment can be carried out at any time between a child’s birth 
and the age of 25, although there are very few young people undergoing the process for the first time beyond the age of 16. 

TAs Teaching Assistants Teaching assistants are employed to support whole classes, small groups or individual pupils. 

 Transition Transition is when a child moves from one setting to another, such as from home to a child-minder, to nursery, to primary school, to 
secondary school, or from education into adult life. Planning for transition is important if your child has a significant level of need where 
advance preparations may need to be made in the new setting to ensure it is successful. 

VI Visual Impairment Vision loss to such a degree that additional support is required. Refers to people with irretrievable sight loss and does not include 
those whose sight problems can be corrected by spectacles or contact lenses, though it does include those whose sight might be 
improved by medical intervention. This simple definition covers a wide spectrum of different impairments. 

 


